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Introduction 

This Annual Compliance Report provides a detailed account of the activities undertaken at Meteor 

Downs South Mine (MDS Mine) between January 20, 2025, and January 19, 2026. The MDS Mine is 

an open-cut coal mining operation situated 100 km south of Emerald and 25 km northwest of 

Rolleston, Queensland. The project is managed by Sojitz MDS Mining Pty Ltd on behalf of joint venture 

partners Sojitz Blue Pty Ltd and Endocoal Limited. 

The Meteor Downs South (MDS) Project was initially referred under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) (Ref: 2013/6799) and classified as a controlled action, 

receiving Commonwealth approval on November 25, 2014, subject to specific environmental 

conditions. The approval remains valid until October 31, 2039. 

This report outlines the direct and indirect environmental impacts of the MDS Mine and compliance 

with conditions set forth under the EPBC Act, with a particular focus on Matters of National 

Environmental Significance (MNES). 

The document also presents the environmental management measures, rehabilitation progress, and 

mitigation strategies implemented throughout the reporting period to ensure continued compliance 

with legislative and approval requirements. 
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2 Document Version Control 
Table 1 Version control history 

Version Date Author Description of Change Approved by 

Initial 08/06/2026 Rodney Norris Initial draft Rodney Norris 

V1.0 11/04/2025 Rodney Norris Formatting, GW Data Rodney Norris 

V2.0 22/06/2026 Rodney Norris Finalised Version Rodney Norris 
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3 Description of activities 
EPBC 2019/8482 – Meteor Downs South Project, Queensland 
Partner: U&D Mining Industry (Australia) Pty Ltd 
ABN: 94 610 971 027 | ACN: 152 892 638 
Reporting Period: January 20, 2024 – January 19, 2025 

Project Overview 

The Meteor Downs South Mine (MDS Mine) is an open-cut coal mining operation in Central 

Queensland, strategically located 100 km south of Emerald and 25 km northwest of Rolleston. Mining 

activities commenced in 2018 and are projected to continue until 2028, depending on the annual 

extraction rates and resource availability. 

The mine is operated by Sojitz MDS Mining Pty Ltd on behalf of its joint venture partners Sojitz 

Blue Pty Ltd and Endocoal Limited. The project is governed by EPBC Act approval (Ref: 2013/6799), 

which mandates strict environmental compliance, including measures to protect threatened species, 

migratory species, and water resources. 

Regulatory Approvals & Compliance 

The MDS Mine was subjected to a rigorous assessment under both Commonwealth and 

Queensland legislative frameworks, resulting in EPBC Act approval on November 25, 2014. This 

approval remains valid until October 31st 2039, subject to compliance with conditions designed to 

minimize environmental impacts. 

The EPBC Act approval covers the following controlling provisions: 

• Listed threatened species and communities (Sections 18 & 18A) 

• Listed migratory species (Sections 20 & 20A) 

• A water resource, in relation to coal seam gas development and large coal mining development 

(Sections 24D & 24E) 

To ensure ongoing compliance, MDS Mine has implemented environmental monitoring 

programs, impact mitigation strategies, and biodiversity offset measures, as outlined in Table 1 of this 

report. The full approval conditions, along with any amendments, can be accessed via the Department 

of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) website using EPBC referral 

number 6799. 

Operational Scope & Infrastructure 

As illustrated in Figure 1, the MDS mine functions as an integrated coal extraction, processing, 

and transportation hub, covering a total operational footprint of 312 hectares. 

The mine’s core infrastructure includes 

• Open-cut mining pits and overburden management areas. 

• Coal handling and preparation facilities for material sorting and processing. 
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• Haul roads for truck transport to the Minerva rail load-out facility. 

• Sediment control structures to manage water runoff and sedimentation. 

• Heavy machinery workshops and maintenance facilities to support operations. 

• Administrative buildings, Crib Room, and staff amenities to ensure workplace functionality. 

MDS Mine’s operational activities adhere to stringent environmental management standards, 

focusing on minimizing surface disturbance, optimizing land rehabilitation efforts, and implementing 

comprehensive dust and noise suppression protocols. 

Environmental Management & Compliance Measures 

During the reporting period, MDS Mine conducted several environmental monitoring and impact 

mitigation initiatives, including: 

✔ Biodiversity Conservation & Offset Programs 

• Ongoing habitat protection measures for MNES-listed species, including King Blue-

grass (Dichanthium queenslandicum), Bluegrass (Dichanthium setosum), Squatter 

Pigeon (southern), and the Australian Painted Snipe. 

• Vegetation condition assessments completed in January 2024 to track biodiversity 

recovery. 

✔ Groundwater & Hydrology Compliance 

• Continuous monitoring of groundwater levels in accordance with the Groundwater 

Monitoring and Management Plan (GMMP). 

• No exceedance of groundwater extraction limits recorded during the reporting period. 

✔ Land Rehabilitation & Mine Closure Planning 

• Progressive rehabilitation of mined-out areas, with 15 hectares restored as part of the 

long-term mine closure strategy. 

• Implementation of erosion control measures to stabilize disturbed land. 

✔ Air Quality & Noise Management 

• Dust suppression activities conducted in line with the Coal Mining Safety and Health 

Act 1999 (Qld). 

• All air quality parameters remained within regulatory limits throughout the reporting 

period. 

✔ Weed & Pest Control Programs 

• Targeted weed eradication measures conducted, with follow-up treatments scheduled. 

• Feral animal monitoring and control strategies implemented based on wildlife camera 

surveys. 

Future Considerations & Compliance Priorities 

• For the upcoming reporting period, MDS Mine will focus on: 

• Expanding environmental offset initiatives to enhance habitat connectivity 

• Strengthening water resource management strategies to maintain compliance with 

EPBC conditions 
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• Continuing progressive rehabilitation efforts to restore mine areas 

• Enhancing stakeholder engagement programs to align with community and regulatory 

expectations 

MDS Mine remains committed to sustainable mining operations, regulatory compliance, and 
proactive environmental stewardship, ensuring alignment with all EPBC Act conditions and Queensland 
environmental legislation 
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Figure 1 Meteor Downs South Mine Location 
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Figure 2 MDS Disturbance Footprint 
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Figure 3 MDS Impacted MNES & TEC
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4 Conditions Compliance Table 
Table 2 identifies the conditions of the approval, compliance status and comments or evidence relating to compliance. Conditions with bold red numbering 
were the result of the directed variation dated September 12, 2025. 

Table 2 Approval Conditions Compliance Table 

Approval conditions, compliance nomination and evidence 

Maximum impact limits 

Condition 
Number 

Condition Is the project compliant with this 
condition 

Evidence/comments 

1 The approval holder must not, because of exploration, 

construction, operation or decommissioning of the mine 

and associated infrastructure within the project area, 

impact on habitat of EPBC Act listed species or EPBC 

Act listed communities specified in Table 1 for the 

duration of the project approval above the maximum 

disturbance limits specified in Table 1 (i.e. these are 

‘whole project’ disturbance limits). 

Compliant Table 3 reconciles actual 

disturbance against planned 

disturbance as documented in the 

MNESMP. 

Matters of national Environmental Significance Management Plan (MNESMP) 
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2 At least three (3) months prior to commencement of the 

action, the approval holder must submit to the Minister 

for approval a Matters of National Environmental 

Significance Management Plan (MNESMP) for the 

management of direct and indirect impacts of the action 

on Matters of National Environmental Significance 

(MNES), being for the purposes of this approval, the 

EPBC  Act  listed  species  and  EPBC  Act  listed 

communities listed in Table 1. The MNESMP must be 
prepared by, in consultation with, or reviewed by a 
suitably qualified ecologist 

Compliant The MNES Management Plan has 
been approved by the Minister 
delegate. The MNESMP was 
prepared by a suitable qualified 
ecologist. 

3 a) The MNESMP must be consistent with relevant recovery 

plans, threat abatement plans and conservation advice 

and must include: 

A description of environmental values for each of the 

MNES addressed in the plan 

Compliant The MNESMP has been approved by 
the Minister delegate. 
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3 b) Details of potential impacts from the action, including area 
of impact, on each of the MNES 

 MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate 

3 c) Measures that will be undertaken to mitigate and 

manage impacts on relevant MNES resulting from the 

action. These measures must include but may not be 

limited to 

i. Measures to avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate impacts on MNES and their 
habitat located in the project area, 
including, but not limited to, road 

design and road operation procedures. 
ii. Measures to control and reduce the 

overall occurrence and abundance of 
animal, pest and weed species which 
could impact the MNES retained in the 

project area; 
iii. Measures to minimize and mitigate any 

impacts of the action on MNES and 
their habitat because of changes in 

hydrology of surface water resources, 
including Naroo Dam. 

iv. Measures to ensure no net loss of 
habitat for the Australian Painted 

Snipe as a result of impacts to Naroo 
Dam catchment or water quality; and 

 MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate. Appropriate 
measures have been implemented to 
avoid, minimise and mitigate impacts 
on MNES. 
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Measures to rehabilitate areas of habitat impacted by 

the action 

3 d) Goals for habitat management for each MNES MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate 

3 e) A program, including monitoring locations, parameters, 

and timing, for monitoring the outcomes of mitigation 

and management measures to minimize direct impacts 

to MNES and their habitat; a schedule of regular 

reporting to the Department details and outcomes of the 

monitoring program, including the actual impacts of the 

project on MNES and their habitat 

MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate 

3 f) Corrective and contingency measures in the event 

monitoring reveals impacts on MNES are not in 

accordance with predictions in the MNESMP 

MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate 

3 g) Details of the timeframe for a regular (at least every 

three years) review and subsequent updates of the 

MNESMP 

MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate. The MNESMP 
has been updated in the period 
covered by this report. 

3 h) Details of qualifications and experience of people 

responsible for undertaking monitoring, review, and 

implementation of the MNESMP, including those of a 

suitably qualified ecologist 

MNESMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate. 

Table 26 of the MNESMP provides 
these details. 

 



 

EPBC Annual Compliance Report - EPBC 2019/8482 Meteor Downs South Mine Rail Lopp.   Monday, 10 February 2025 

16 | P a g e  

4 The approval holder must not commence the action 
unless the Minister has approved the MNESMP in 
writing 

 

Compliant The MNESMP has been approved in 
writing.  

 
 

4A The approval holder must implement the MNESMP 
approved by the Minister until the expiry date of this 
approval 

Compliant The MNESMP is being implemented. 

Offset Management Plan 

5 At least three (3) months prior to commencement of the 

action, the approval holder must submit an Offset 

Management Plan (OMP) to the minister for approval. 

The OMP must be prepared by, in consultation with, or 

be reviewed by a suitably qualified ecologist 

Compliant The OMP was approved by a 
delegate for the Minister on the 23rd 
of October 2017 
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6 a) The OMP must include: 

i. A detailed offset strategy, consistent with the EPBC 

Act Environmental Offsets Policy, to compensate for 

impacts to the following EPBC Act listed species and 

EPBC Act listed communities 

ii. Natural grasslands of the Queensland Central 

Highlands and Northern Fitzroy Basin; 

iii. King Blue-grass (Dichanthium queenslandicum); 

iv. Bluegrass (Dichanthium setosum); and 

Compliant OMP has been approved by the 
Ministers delegate. 

 Squatter Pigeon (Southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta)   

6 b) Details of the offset attributes (including maps in 

electronic Geographic Information System (GIS) format 

with accompanying shapefiles), site descriptions and 

environmental values relevant to EPBC Act listed 

species and EPBC Act listed communities specified at 

condition 6a). 
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6 c) Detailed surveys and descriptions of any proposed 
offset sites including: 
i. A baseline description (prior to any management 

activities) of the current condition of the extant 

vegetation of each offset area, including the location 

of survey points (GPS reference) 

ii. The area (in hectares) of habitat for EPBC Act listed 

species and EPBC Act listed communities, provided 

by the offset area 

iii. The condition class of habitat for EPBC Act listed 

species and EPBC Act listed communities found 

within the offset area 

iv. vegetation condition mapping 

v. Photo reference points 

vi. Tree age class representation 

6 d) Details of measures to be undertaken to maintain and 

improve habitat within any proposed offset areas, 

including but not limited to: 
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 i. A map showing areas to be managed 

ii. Management actions for each area and details 

of methods to be used 

iii. Timing of management activities for each area 

iv. Performance criteria for each area 

v. A monitoring plan to assess the success of the 

management activities measured against the 

baseline condition. This must include, but not be 

limited to, control sites and periodic ecological 

surveys to be undertaken by a suitably qualified 

ecologist 

vi. A risk assessment and a description of the 

contingency measures that would be 

implemented to mitigate any risks 

vii. Where revegetation is proposed as part of the 

OMP, measures to be taken to ensure 

revegetation is of a similar composition to the 

local variant of the EPBC Act listed community 

found in or adjacent to the nominated offset area 

or, if the EPBC Act listed community is not 

applicable, measures to be taken to ensure 

revegetation is of a similar composition to the 

local variant of the Regional Ecosystem 

viii. The use of local provenance plants for 

rehabilitation 
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 ix. The process to ensure management actions are 

undertaken in consultation with the Queensland 

Department of Environment and Heritage 
Protection 

  

6 e) How the offset areas provide connectivity with other 
habitats and biodiversity corridors 

6 f) Details of qualifications and experience of people 

responsible for undertaking monitoring, review, and 

implementation of the OMP, including the role of the 

suitably qualified ecologist in preparing, reviewing, and 

implementation of the OMP 

7 The approval holder must not commence the action until 

the Minister has approved the OMP in writing.  

Compliant The OMP was approved in writing by 
a delegate for the Minister on the 23rd 

October 2017, prior to the 
commencement of the action. 

The Offset Management Plan is 
being implemented. 
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7A The approval holder must implement the OMP approved 

by the Minister until the expiry date of this approval. 

Compliant The OMP approved by the Minister is 
being implemented. 

8 The approval holder must register and legally secure, in 

accordance with Queensland legislation, offsets for 

authorized unavoidable impacts (defined in Table 1 for 

MNES identified at condition 6a)) within two (2) years of 

the commencement of the action. 

Compliant Offset have been secured by means 
of a Voluntary Declaration under the 
Vegetation Management Act (QLD) 
1999. 

8A The approval holder must achieve the completion 

criteria for the MNES at the Lexington Offset Site by 1 

January 2037. Once achieved, the approval holder must 

maintain, or exceed, the completion criteria at the 

Lexington Offset Site at least until the expiry date of this 

approval 

Compliant Not yet triggered 

 Note 2: The approval holder may prepare and align the 
OMP with the requirements of the Queensland 
Government, provided the relevant matters under the 
conditions of this approval are clearly and adequately 
addressed. An offset area may satisfy offset requirements 
for more than one of the MNES identified at condition 6a). 

  

Groundwater Monitoring and Management Plan 
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9 Prior to the commencement of mining activities, the 

approval holder must submit to the minister for approval 

a Groundwater Monitoring and Management Plan 

(GMMP) for the management of direct and indirect 

impacts of the action on groundwater 

Compliant GMMP approved by delegate for the 
minister 25th October 2017. 

10 a) The GMMP must include: 

Monitoring groundwater levels and surface water- 

groundwater interactions at locations and frequencies 

described in the environmental authority issued for the 

action under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 

(Qld). Monitoring must provide for the early detection of 

any changes to groundwater levels, groundwater quality 

and surface water-groundwater interactions and 

associated alluvial aquifers and underlying aquifers, as 

mining progresses 

Compliant GMMP approved by delegate for the 

minister 25th October 2017 

10 b) Risk-based threshold responses and the timeframes in 

which those actions will be undertaken if triggers and 

limits are exceeded or likely to be exceeded for: 

i. Groundwater drawdown and groundwater quality; and 

GMMP approved by delegate for the 
minister 25th October 2017. 

 ii. Groundwater dependent ecosystems and species   
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10 c) Commitments, including timeframes, to periodically 

review, update, and implement the groundwater model 

and the GMMP throughout the life of the mine. The first 

review must be completed within six months of a two- 

year groundwater monitoring data set becoming 

available. The groundwater model must be prepared in 

accordance with the latest version of the Australian 

Groundwater Modelling Guidelines 

Groundwater model updated in 2022, 

subsequent GWMMP update was 

undertaken. This updated plan was 

not approved or implemented. 

Groundwater model update is 

currently in process, resulting 

GWMMP update will follow and be 

submitted to the department for 

approval, prior to implementation. 10 d) Discussion of which outcomes of the updated 

groundwater model will be used to update the GMMP 

10 e) Provisions to make water monitoring results publicly 

available on approval holder’s website. The results must 

include: 

i. The methods used to collect data; 

ii. The assumptions and uncertainties that were 

incorporated into the groundwater model; and A 

discussion of the results and how groundwater is being 

impacted locally and regionally 

Groundwater monitoring results 
reported in this compliance report – 
published to the corporate website. 

Annual groundwater monitoring 

results – Appendix A 

10 f) Provisions whereby the approval holder must: 

i. Report exceedances of groundwater drawdown and 

quality triggers and limits to the Department within 

10 business days of the monitored exceedance. 

Provide written advice to the Department within 3 

months of the occurrence of the monitored exceedance, 

Trigger exceedances for quality and 

level have been reported to the 

department as required. 

Exceedance investigations are being 

conducted and reports will be 
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 stating the direct cause of, and the actions taken in 

response to the exceedance 

 provided to the department within 3 

months of the occurrence. 

11 a) The GMMP must be reviewed by a suitably qualified 

expert prior to the GMMP being submitted to the minister 

for approval. The approval holder must: 

i.  Make appropriate revisions to the GMMP in light 

of the peer review 

Compliant GMMP was submitted and approved 

by delegate for the minister 25th 

October 2017 

11 ) i.  Submit evidence that the suitably qualified expert 

is satisfied that any revisions have adequately 

addressed comments provided by the suitably 

qualified expert as part of the peer review 

11 c) i. Submit the peer review to the minister at the same 

time the GMMP is submitted to the minister for 

approval 

12 The approval holder must not commence mining 
activities until the GMMP has been approved by the 
Minister in writing 

Compliant GMMP approved by delegate for the 

Minister 25th October 2017. Mining 

activities commenced in February 

2018. 
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12A The approval holder must implement the GMMP 
approved by the Minister until the expiry date of this 
approval 

Compliant The GMMP is being implemented 

12B Prior to re-commencing use of Sump 4 the approval 
holder must submit a Sump 4 Geotechnical Plan (SGP) 
to the department for the Minister’s approval 

Compliant Use Sump 4 has not re-commenced. 

Sump 4 will not be used for the 

remaining life of the mine. 

12C The SGP submitted to the department must: 

a) Be developed by a suitably qualified geotechnical 
engineer, 

b) Include measures to redesign the base and wall 
liners of Sump to prevent seepage from Sump 4 to 
groundwater 

c) Include timeframes in which the measures taken to 
redesign Sump 4 will be implemented, and 

d) Include a testing regime which must confirm the 
effectiveness of the redesign measures in 
preventing seepage from Sump 4 to groundwater 
prior to re-commencing use of Sump 4. 

Compliant  Sump 4 use has not re-commenced. 

Sump 4 will not be utilised during the 

remaining life of the mine and will be 

mined through shortly. 
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12D The approval holder must not re-commence use of 
Sump 4 until the Minister has approved the SGP in 
writing 

Compliant Sump 4 use has not re-commenced. 

Sump 4 will not be utilised during the 

remaining life of the mine and will be 

mined through shortly. 

12E The approval holder must commence implementation of 
the approved SGP from the date it is approved in writing 
by the Minister and continue to implement the SGP until 
the expiry date of this approval. 

Compliant Sump 4 use has not re-commenced. 

Sump 4 will not be utilised during the 

remaining life of the mine and will be 

mined through shortly. 

General 

13 Within twenty (20) business days after the 
commencement of the action, the approval holder must 
advise the Department in writing of the actual date of 
commencement. 

Compliant Notification of commencement of the 

action was made to the department 

and acknowledged by the 

department on 26 February 2018. 
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14 The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically, within 2 business days of becoming aware 
of any incident. The approval holder must specify in each 
notification:  

 a) any condition or commitment made in a plan which 
has not been, or may have not been, complied with,  

 b) a short description of the incident,  
 c) the date on which the approval holder became aware 

of the incident, and  
 d) the location (if applicable, including co-ordinates), 

date and time of the incident.  

 

Compliant All incidents have been notified to the 

department within two days of 

becoming aware of the incident. 

Incident reported 15/06/2026 relating 

to Condition 16C – Annual 

Compliance Report.  
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14A The approval holder must provide to the 
department in writing, within 12 business days of 
becoming aware of an incident, the details of that 
incident. The approval holder must specify:  
a) all corrective measures and investigations which 
the approval holder has already taken in respect of 
the incident,  
b) the potential impacts of the incident,  
c)the method and timing of any corrective measures 
that the approval holder proposes to undertake to 
address the incident, and  
d) any variation of these conditions or revision of a 
plan that will be required to prevent recurrence of 
the incident and/or to address its consequences.  
 

Compliant No incident reporting due for the 

period of this ACR 

15 The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records and document the 
procedure for recording and storing compliance 
records. 

Compliant Full records are maintained, with a 

documented procedure for recording 

and storing compliance records 

established.  

15A If the department makes a request in writing, the 
approval holder must provide electronic copies of 
compliance records to the department within the 
timeframe specified in the request.  
 
Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the department, 
or by an independent auditor in accordance with section 458 of the 
EPBC Act, and/or be used to verify compliance with the conditions. 

Compliant No written request for compliance 

records was received during the 

period of this ACR. 
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Summaries of the results of an audit may be published on the 
department’s website or through the general media. 

15B The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring 
data, surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 
required under the conditions of this approval are 
prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for biological 
survey and mapped data, Commonwealth of Australia 
2018, or as otherwise specified by the Minister in writing. 

Compliant All monitoring data obtained to meet 

the requirements of this approval is 

prepared in line with the department’s 

guidelines 

15C The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring 
data, surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 
required under the conditions of this approval are 
prepared in accordance with the Guide to providing maps 
and boundary data for EPBC Act projects, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2021, or as otherwise 
specified by the Minister in writing. 

Compliant All spatial data and mapping required 

under this approval are prepared in 

line with the department’s guidelines. 

15D The approval holder must submit all monitoring data, 
surveys, maps, other spatial and metadata and all 
species occurrence record data (sightings and evidence 
of presence) electronically to the department within three 
months of each Annual Compliance Report period 
(ACR period) except where otherwise specified in a 
plan. 

Non-Compliant Monitoring data collected for the 

period of this ACR is submitted with 

notification of the ACR being 

published to the company’s website. 

The ACR is published outside the 3-

month period as notified to the 

department 

16 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report 
for each ACR period. 

Compliant This ACR has been prepared for the 

ACR period  
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16A The approval holder must ensure each compliance 
report includes:  

a)  accurate and complete details of compliance and 

any non-compliance with:  

i. each condition attached to this approval decision, 

and  

ii. if any incident occurred, accurate and complete 

details of each incident  

b) a schedule of all plans in effect in relation to 

these conditions during the ACR period,  

c) accurate and complete details of how each plan 
was implemented during the ACR period, and  

d) if any incident occurred, accurate and complete 

details of each incident.  
 

Compliant This ACR meets the requirements of 

this condition. 

16B The approval holder must ensure each compliance 
report is consistent with the Annual Compliance Report 

Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2023. 

Compliant This ACR has been developed to be 

consistent with the Annual 

Compliance Report Guidelines 
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16C The approval holder must, within three months following 

the end of each ACR period, in a format that is easily 

accessible and downloadable, publish on the website:  

a) each compliance report, and  

b) a shapefile showing all clearing of protected 
matters, and their habitat, undertaken within the 

ACR period.  

 

Non Compliant This ACR is published outside the 

three-month period following the end 

of the ACR period. Spatial data that 

does not need to be excluded or 

redacted is published as a 

compressed shapefile suitable for 

viewing in a GIS. 

16D The approval holder must:  

a) Exclude or redact sensitive biodiversity data from 

each compliance report and shapefile published 

on the website or otherwise provided to a member 

of the public.  

b) If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or 

redacted from a version of a compliance report 
published or otherwise provided to a member of the 

public, submit the full compliance report to the 

department within 5 business days of its 

publication on the website and notify the 

department in writing what exclusions and 

redactions have been made in the version published 

on the website or otherwise provided to a member 

of the public.  

c) If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or 

redacted from a version of a shapefile published or 

otherwise provided to a member of the public, 

Compliant No redactions or exclusions to any 

data for the period of this ACR. 
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submit the full shapefile to the department within 5 

business days of its publication on the website and 

notify the department in writing what exclusions and 

redactions have been made in the version published 

on the website or otherwise provided to a member 

of the public.  

 

16E The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically, within 5 business days of each date of 

publication that the compliance report has been 

published on the website. In this notification, the 

approval holder must provide the department with the 

web address for where the compliance report and 

related shapefile are published on the website. 

Compliant The department has been notified 

within 5 business days that this ACR 

has been published to the company’s 

website. 

16F The approval holder must keep each compliance report 

and related shapefile published on the website from the 

first date which that compliance report must be 

published and until the expiry date of this approval.  
Note: Compliance reports may be published on the department’s 

website. 

Compliant Each ACR remains published on the 

company’s website and shall remain 

so until the expiry of the approval. 

17 The approval holder must ensure that an independent 
audit of compliance with the conditions is conducted for 
every audit period. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit 
is due before the 12th September 2028 
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17A The approval holder must submit details of the proposed 

independent auditor and their qualifications to the 

department within 10 business days following the end 

of each audit period. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17B The approval holder must ensure the scope of each 

independent audit is sufficient to determine the 

compliance status for each condition of approval, and 

each commitment made in each plan. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17C The approval holder must ensure the criteria for each 

independent audit and the undertaking of each 

independent audit are consistent with the 

Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17D The approval holder must submit an audit report to the 

department for written agreement from the department 
within 3 months following the end of each audit period, 

or as otherwise directed by the Minister in writing. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17E The approval holder must ensure each audit report is 

completed to the satisfaction of the Minister and is 

consistent with the Independent Audit and Audit 
Report Guidelines to the extent that the Independent 
Audit and Audit Report Guidelines are consistent with 

these conditions. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 
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17F The approval holder must publish each audit report on 

the website, in a format that is easily accessible and 

downloadable, within 10 business days of the date the 

department agrees to that audit report in writing. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17G The approval holder must notify the department within 

5 business days of the date the audit report is 

published on the website. In this notification, the 

approval holder must provide the department with the 

web address for where the audit report is published on 

the website. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

17H The approval holder must keep each audit report 
published on the website from the first date which that 

audit report must be published and until the expiry date 

of this approval. 

N/A No independent audit due. Next audit is 
due before the 12th September 2028. 

18 The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the 

Minister for a variation to a plan by submitting an 

application in accordance with the requirements of 

section 143A of the EPBC Act. If the Minister approves 

a revised plan then, from the date specified by the 

Minister, the approval holder must implement the 

revised plan in place of the previous plan. 

Compliant GMMP was submitted for approval, 

however this was withdrawn as the 

YR5 groundwater model update is in 

progress which will result in a further 

update to the GWMMP. The plan will 

be resubmitted for approval following 

this update. 
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19  
The approval holder may choose to revise the plan 
required to be implemented under condition 4 without 

submitting it for approval under section 143A of the 

EPBC Act, if: 

a) the taking of the Action in accordance 

with the revised MNESMP would be 

consistent with the approved Action,  

b) the taking of the Action in accordance 

with the revised MNESMP would be 

consistent with the conditions attached to 

this approval,  

c) the taking of the Action in accordance 

with the revised MNESMP would not be 

likely to have a new or increased 
impact, and  

d) the approval holder notifies the 

department electronically that it has 

prepared a revised version of the plan 
(the ‘revised MNESMP’). In notifying the 

department, the approval holder must 

specify each condition which references 

the MNESMP and provide the 

department with: an electronic copy of 

Compliant No plan has been revised under this 

condition for the period covered by 

this report. 
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the revised MNESMP,  

(i) an electronic copy of the 

revised MNESMP   

(ii) an electronic copy of the 

revised MNESMP 

marked up with track 

changes to show the 

differences between the 

MNESMP and the 

revised MNESMP,  

(iii) a comprehensive 

explanation of all 

differences between 

the MNESMP and the 

revised MNESMP,  

(iv) a declaration that the 

approval holder has 

read and understands 

the Guidance on ‘new 

or increased impact’ 

relating to changes to 

approved 



 

EPBC Annual Compliance Report - EPBC 2019/8482 Meteor Downs South Mine Rail Lopp.   Monday, 10 February 2025 

37 | P a g e  

management plans 

under EPBC Act 

environmental 

approvals, 

Commonwealth of 

Australia 2017,  

(v) a comprehensive 

analysis and detailed 

discussion on the 

likelihood that taking 

the Action in 

accordance with the 

revised plan will not 

have, or will be not 

likely to have, a new 
or increased impact,  

(vi) written notice of the 

date on which the 

approval holder will 

implement the revised 

MNESMP (the 

‘revised MNESMP 
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implementation date’), 

being at least 30 

business days after 

the date of providing 

notice of the revision 

of the MNESMP, or a 

date agreed to in 

writing with the 

department, and  

(vii) a copy of the 

compliance report 
for the latest ACR 
period and a 

statement of any 

relevant history of 

compliance (including 

non-compliance) in 

relation to the 

MNESMP.  

The approval holder must commence implementation of 

the revised MNESMP from the revised MNESMP 

implementation date unless otherwise notified in writing 

by the Minister. 
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19A If the Minister notifies the approval holder that the 

Minister is satisfied that the taking of the Action in 

accordance with a plan which has been revised without 

submitting it for the Minister’s approval would be likely 

to have a new or increased impact, then: 

a) the approval holder’s ability to revise a plan 
without submitting the plan for Minister approval 

does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation to 

the revised plan,  

b) the approval holder must implement the plan in 

force immediately prior to that revised plan or a 

version of the plan specified by the Minister in 

the notice, and  

c) the Minister may also notify that, for a specified 

period, the approval holder’s ability to revise a 

plan without submitting the plan for Minister 

approval does not apply for one or more specified 

plans.  

 

N/A No revision to an action management 

plan has been made during the 

period of this report. 
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19B 
The approval holder may, at any time by giving written 
notice to the department, revoke its choice to 
implement a plan which has been revised without 
submitting it for the Minister’s approval. If the approval 
holder revokes the choice to implement a revised plan, 
the approval holder must implement the plan in force 
immediately prior to that revised plan.  

Note: The above conditions are not intended to limit the 
operation of section 143A of the EPBC Act. 

Compliant No revision to an action management 

plan has been made during the 

period of this report. No notice given 

by the minister. 

20 If, at any time after five (5) years from the date of this 

approval, the approval holder has not substantially 

commenced the action, then the approval holder must 

Compliant Action was commenced within 5 

years of the date of approval. Written 

 

 not substantially commence the action without the written 
agreement of the minister. 

 notification was made, and 
acknowledgement received 
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21 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, the 
approval holder must publish each plan on the website 
within 15 business days of the date:  

a) the plan is approved by the Minister in writing, if 
the plan requires the approval of the Minister, or  

b) the plan is submitted to the department in 
accordance with a requirement of these 
conditions, if the plan does not require the 
approval of the Minister.  

 

Compliant Action management plans are 
published to the corporate website 
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22 The approval holder must keep all plans published on 

the website, in a format that is easily accessible and 

downloadable, from the first date which that plan must 

be published and until the expiry date of this approval. 

This requirement applies to all current and superseded 

versions of plans. 

Compliant All current and superseded are 

published to the website. 
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23 Within 20 business days after the completion of the 
Action, and, in any event, at least 20 business days 
prior to the expiry date of this approval, the approval 

holder must notify the department electronically of the 

date of completion of the Action and provide 

completion data. The approval holder must submit any 

spatial data that comprises completion data as a 

shapefile. 

N/A Not yet triggered 
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4.1 Disturbance reconciliation against approved limits 

Table 2 details the reconciliation of actual disturbance against the approved disturbance limits 

as of the 30th of December 2023. The disturbance footprint is shown in Figure 2. 

Table 3 Approved disturbance limits and actual disturbance to end of reporting period. 

Threatened Species Maximum 
Disturbance 
Limits (hectares) 

MNESMP 
Planned 
Disturbance 
Limits 

Current Total 
Disturbance – As of end 
of reporting period 
(hectares) 

Squatter Pigeon (Geophaps 
scripta scripta) 

240.54 139.5 139.4 

King Blue-grass (Dicanthium 
queenslandicum) 

426.53 111.93 110.6 

Bluegrass (Dicanthium setosum) 426.53 111.93 110.6 

Australian Painted Snipe 
(Rostratula australis) 

6.6 0.00 0.03 

Threatened ecological communities 

Natural Grasslands of the 
Queensland Central Highlands 
and the northern Fitzroy Basin 

186 111.93 110.6 

Brigalow (acacia harpophylla 
dominant and co-dominant) 

2.21 

 

0 0 

 

5 Schedule of plans in effect 
Table 4 details the current plans required by the approval that are in effect during the period covered 
by this report. 
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Table 4 Management plans in effect 

Plan Version Date  Requiring 
condition 

Published 

Matters of 

National 

Environmental 

Significance 

Management Plan 

7 19/03/2025 2 Yes  

Groundwater 

Monitoring and 

Management Plan 

2 17/10/2017 9 Yes 

Offset 

Management Plan 

for Lexington 

8 03/10/2019 5 Yes 
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6 Environmental management roles and 
responsibilities 

Sojitz MDS Minig Pty Ltd, as the holder of the approval and operator of the mine, provides 
environmental management resources commensurate with the aspects and impacts of its operations. 
The following table (Table 4) identifies by position and responsibilities, the personnel responsible for 
environmental management. 

Table 5 Roles and responsibilities 

Role Responsibility 

General Manager & Site Senior Executive 

 

Provide adequate resources to implement the 
requirements of the Water Management Plan. 

Head of Health, Safety, Compliance and 
Sustainability 

Oversight of the EPBC approval. 

Stakeholder management of the approval and action 
plans. 

Manager Environment, Rehabilitation & 
Community 

Preparation, implementation and maintenance of the 
WMP.  

Communication of the WMP to relevant personnel and 
contractors.  

Conduct regulatory and stakeholder reporting, 
notifications and consultations in accordance with the 
WMP, including non-compliances or exceedances.  

Manage the response to all water related complaints and 
incidents. Oversee investigations and response protocol 
implementation.  

Oversee discharges in accordance with EPL conditions.  

Coordinate review of the groundwater model and 
monitoring network. 

Superintendent Rehabilitation & Environment Communication of the WMP to relevant personnel and 
contractors.  

Provide water management advice in accordance with the 
WMP. 

Senior Advisor Environment Communication of the WMP to relevant personnel and 
contractors.  

Provide water management advice in accordance with the 
WMP. 

Ensure that monitoring and reporting is completed to 
standard and in time. 

Advisor Environment Communication of the WMP to relevant personnel and 
contractors.  

Provide water management advice in accordance with the 
WMP. 

All Coal Mine Workers Execution of their general duty of care in relation to this 
WMP. 
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6.1 Risk assessment 

A residual significant impact assessment was conducted for the MDS Project to evaluate 

potential risks to groundwater and surface water. The assessment found no significant residual impact 

on the surface water system because of mining operations. 

Surface water and groundwater quality changes are not anticipated due to ongoing monitoring 

and mitigation measures in place. Key findings include: 

• No discernible changes to habitat or lifecycle of native species dependent on water resources. 

• No risk of establishment or spread of invasive species due to water quality alterations. 

• No significant worsening of local water quality anticipated. 

• No changes to groundwater recharge rates that could impact regional hydrology. 

Groundwater abstraction and dewatering activities during operational phases will be managed 

under regulatory frameworks to ensure recovery post-mining activities. Future assessments will 

continue to monitor hydrological interactions to confirm compliance with environmental commitments. 

 

6.2 New Environmental Risks 

No new environmental risks have been identified in the reporting period. Regular environmental 

monitoring and risk assessments will continue to ensure compliance with regulatory obligations. 

 

7 Reporting non-compliance 
 

Meteor Downs reported several non-compliances during the period covered by this compliance report.  

 

On July 10, 2025, two non-compliances were reported pursuant to condition 4 of the Approval (now 

4A) – implementation of the MNESMP. It was determined that section 12 of the MNESMP was not 

complied with as Habitat quality scores decreased for all MNES except for Squatter pigeon habitat.  

Actions were implemented to address the controllable causes of the decline, namely weed 

abundance. Weed control activities were undertaken to target weed occurrences impacting habitat 

quality. 

On June 15, 2026, it was identified that this Annual Compliance Report was overdue to be published 

to the company’s website.  The department was notified immediately and actions were taken to rectify 

the non-compliance.  
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Appendix A – Annual Groundwater Data 
Annual groundwater monitoring data is tabled below. All trigger exceedances have been reported to 
the department and investigated  where required. 

 



 

EPBC Annual Compliance Report - EPBC 2019/8482 Meteor Downs South Mine Rail Lopp.   Monday, 21 February 2025 49 

Sample 
Point 

Date pH 
TDS 
mg/L 

Ca mg/L SO4 
mg/L 

Al mg/L As mg/L B 
mg/L 

Cd mg/L Cr mg/L Co mg/L Cu mg/L F 
mg/L 

Pb µg/L Hg µg/L Mo µg/L Ni µg/L Se µg/L Zn µg/L 

MW1S 18.03.2025 6.63 
1060 132 31 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.005 <0.01 0.067 

 19.06.2025 6.93 
921 103 27 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.003 <0.01 0.033 

 22.09.2025 6.86 
948 120 27 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.0001 <0.0001 0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.001 0.002 0.002 <0.01 0.011 

 3/12/2025 6.67 
862 96 22 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.004 0.008 

MW2S 18.03.2025 7.88 
521 12 47 <0.01 0.001 0.09 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.004 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 19.06.2025 7.92 
506 10 44 <0.01 0.002 0.08 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.004 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 19.09.2025 7.81 
497 10 41 <0.01 <0.001 0.08 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.004 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 3/12/2025 7.69 
499 10 33 <0.01 <0.001 0.08 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 0.003 <0.001 <0.004 <0.005 

MW3S 18.03.2025 7.34 
601 57 36 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 20.06.2025 7.35 
609 46 38 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

 19.09.2025 7.27 
597 56 37 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

 3/12/2025 7.24 
622 48 35 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

MW4 18.03.2025 7.49 
504 30 14 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 20.06.2025 7.59 
493 27 16 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

Sample 
Point 

Date pH 
TDS 
mg/L 

Ca mg/L SO4 
mg/L 

Al mg/L As mg/L B 
mg/L 

Cd mg/L Cr mg/L Co mg/L Cu mg/L F 
mg/L 

Pb µg/L Hg µg/L Mo µg/L Ni µg/L Se µg/L Zn µg/L 

 19.09.2025 7.44 
501 29 13 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.003 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 3/12/2025 7.45 
532 28 13 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.004 0.011 

MW7S 18.03.2025 Dry 
                 

 20.06.2025 Dry 
                 

 19.09.2025 Dry 
                 

 3/12/2025 Dry 
                 

MW14S 18.03.2025 7.25 
693 36 34 <0.01 0.001 0.23 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.001 0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

 20.06.2025 7.34 
712 31 39 <0.01 0.001 0.24 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.001 0.001 <0.01 0.020 

 22.09.2025 6.96 
733 36 39 <0.01 0.001 0.26 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.01 0.008 

 6/12/2025 6.94 
673 30 32 <0.01 0.001 0.22 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.004 0.007 

MW15S 18.03.2025 6.97 
2210 204 70 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.002 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.001 <0.01 0.22 

 20.06.2025 6.96 
2470 264 132 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.005 <0.01 0.045 

 23.09.2025 6.95 
2630 310 124 <0.01 <0.001 0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.001 0.001 <0.01 0.021 

 6/12/2025 6.74 
3590 288 142 <0.01 <0.001 0.06 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.004 0.006 
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Sample 
Point 

Date pH 
TDS 
mg/L 

Ca mg/L SO4 
mg/L 

Al mg/L As mg/L B 
mg/L 

Cd mg/L Cr mg/L Co mg/L Cu mg/L F 
mg/L 

Pb µg/L Hg µg/L Mo µg/L Ni µg/L Se µg/L Zn µg/L 

MW16S 18.03.2025 DRY 
                 

 20.06.2025 DRY 
                 

 23.09.2025 DRY 
                 

 6/12/2025 DRY 
                 

Sample 
Point 

Date pH 
TDS 
mg/L 

Ca mg/L SO4 
mg/L 

Al mg/L As mg/L B 
mg/L 

Cd mg/L Cr mg/L Co mg/L Cu mg/L F 
mg/L 

Pb µg/L Hg µg/L Mo µg/L Ni µg/L Se µg/L Zn µg/L 

MW17S 18.03.2025 7.25 
645 63 39 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.006 0.019 <0.01 0.039 

 20.06.2025 7.39 
602 55 41 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.008 0.01 <0.01 0.006 

 22.09.2025 7.25 
634 63 40 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 0.008 0.015 <0.01 <0.005 

 6/12/2025 7.08 
634 60 39 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 0.002 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.008 0.023 <0.004 <0.005 

MW18S 18.03.2025 7.20 
790 39 8 <0.01 0.001 0.06 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 0.004 <0.01 <0.005 

 19.06.2025 7.25 
783 34 6 <0.01 <0.001 0.06 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.005 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 0.002 <0.001 <0.01 <0.005 

 19.09.2025 7.32 
511 14 16 <0.01 <0.001 0.16 <0.0001 0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.6 <0.001 <0.0001 0.005 0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

 3/12/2025 7.31 
580 30 3 <0.01 0.002 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 0.001 <0.001 <0.004 <0.005 

MW7S 07.03.2024 DRY 
                 

22.07.2024 DRY 
                 

24.09.2024 DRY 
                 

28.11.2024 DRY 
                 

MW14S 11.03.2024 No 
Access 

                 

24.09.2024 7.75 735 36 36 <0.01 0.002 0.26 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.002 - <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
1 

<0.001 <0.01 0.006 

22.07.2024 7.63 712 37 41 <0.01 <0.001 0.24 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.002 <0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
1 

<0.001 <0.01 0.006 

28.11.2024 7.96 794 33 39 <0.01 <0.001 0.24 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
2 

<0.001 <0.01 <0.009 

Sample 
Point 

Date pH 
TDS 

mg/L 
Ca mg/L 

SO4 

mg/L 
Al mg/L As mg/L 

B 

mg/L 
Cd mg/L Cr mg/L Co mg/L Cu mg/L 

F 

mg/L 
Pb µg/L Hg µg/L Mo µg/L Ni µg/L Se µg/L Zn µg/L 

MW15S 11.03.2024 7.64 2090 171 57 <0.01 <0.001 0.006 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 0.002 0.2 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
1 

0.002 <0.01 <0.005 

24.09.2024 7.57 2140 202 56 <0.01 <0.001 0.006 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 - <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
1 

0.002 <0.01 <0.005 
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22.07.2024 7.30 2280 181 62 <0.01 <0.001 <0.00 
5 

<0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
1 

0.001 <0.01 0.015 

28.11.2024 7.64 3060 177 69 <0.01 <0.001 <0.05 <0.0001 <0.001 <0.001 <0.001 0.1 <0.001 <0.0001 <0.000 
4 

<0.001 <0.01 0.179 

MW16S 07.03.2024 DRY 
                 

22.07.2024 DRY 
                 

24.09.2024 DRY 
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